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Police raids hit back at gangs

BY IAN HITCHEN

Three days after a gang-related shooting
spree that targeted four Brandon homes,
police struck back at the Wheat City’s gang
problem with a pair of simultaneous raids that
netted weapons.

Members of the Tactical Response Unit
stormed the homes Thursday evening and
police seized guns and crossbows and arrested
three people.

LOTS OF STYLE!

Jack Garton of Maria in the Shower belts out a tune for the crowd gathered at the southeast corner of the Keystone Centre grounds for the
opening night of the 26th annual Brandon Folk, Music and Art Festival on Friday. For the full story, see Page B6. (7im Smith/Brandon Sun)

One of the raided homes had been fired at
during Monday’s shootings and Thursday’s
raids were a response, in part, to that
frightening gunfire.

“It’s in reference to that, but they were
looking for other things too ... narcotics, etc.,”
BPS Const. Ron Burgess said yesterday.

“It’s part of the ongoing investigation into
the recent problems we’ve been having,”

Late Monday evening or early Tuesday
morning, shots were fired at four homes in

DRAMATIC CRASH IN LETHBRIDGE

central Brandon. There were no injuries. Two
17-year-old youths were arrested and remain
in custody in connection with the incident.

It was believed that the targeted homes were
connected to the Indian Posse street gang, and
the gunfire the work of another unidentified
gang.

Then, on Thursday around 5 p.m., police
raided a residence on Westaway Bay and a
house in 600-block of 12th Street. There were
no injuries.

A van containing the man and woman who
live at the 12th Street home was stopped and
the pair arrested. From the property, police
seized four prohibited small-calibre firearms,
ammunition and two pellet guns.

They included at least one “pen gun.” Such
guns are literally guns disguised as pens
capable of firing a single .22-calibre bullet.

At least one .22-calibre bullet was found.

» See ‘Police seized’ — Page A4

Rollover
by semi
kills
animals

Baby ducks and muskrats are the
casualties of a rollover that spilled
fuel onto a Westman highway this
week.

A Brandon vet clinic’s efforts to
save the little critters failed
Wednesday evening and they all
died.

“It’s sad to see after working so
hard with them and doing what you
could,” said veterinarian Angie
Robinson of the Brandon Hills
Veterinary Clinic.

The semi-tanker hauling biodiesel
oil rolled at the intersection of
Highway 10 and Highway 2 around
3 p.m. on Wednesday. The semi was
westbound on Highway 2 and was
turning to head south on
Highway 10.

The wreck partially blocked the
road and police shut down Highway
10 and re-routed traffic.

The highway reopened around
midnight once the remaining fuel
was off-loaded and the semi towed.

: » See 'Driver treated’ — Page A4

The pilot ejects in the nick of time as a CF-18 fighter jet crashes and explodes during a practice flight for
this weekend’s Alberta International AirShow on Friday at the Lethbridge County Airport. The pilot is said
to have only suffered minor injuries. For the full story, see Page AB. (The Canadian Press)
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pancake breakfast and the parade,” said
Sharon Henderson, secretary of the
Pipestone-Albert Ag Society. “The street was
full, so I guess they don’t want it to die just

Henderson and treasurer Laura Ellen

“] think we’re both pretty traditional. You
hate to see it die. If it dies, it may never start
up again,” Elliott said.

In addition to the classic aspects of the fair,
including horse judging and exhibits,
organizers try to bring in new features to keep

tasks to earn points, including a station where
they have to change a tire, hammer nails into
a board and carry slop pails.

“The community is here. We have new
families coming in. But the young people —
their interests are elsewhere,” Henderson,

Folk group memers from Marialn The Shower, including Martin Reisle, left, Todd Biifard, Brendn aley and Jack
Garton play a number during the Brandon Folk Music and Art Festival on Saturday afternoon. (Matt Goerzen/Brandon Sun)
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OAK LAKE — For fifth-
generation farmer Leigh
Smith, the rural way of life is
something to be proud of.

“There may be fewer of us,
but we’re still strong in our
traditions,” said Smith, who
is president of the Oak Lake
Agricultural Society.

The town held its 124th
annual fair on Saturday, and
Smith was pleased to see
community members, young
and old attending once again.

“Fellowship
community is still strong,”
Smith said. “The community
is still supporting the fair. I
think there is a great deal of
value to small-town fairs.”

One of the major events at
the fair are the 4-H shows for

The town is continuing the celebration
today with a church service in the park at
11:30 a.m. and a music jam from 1 p.m. to
4:30 p.m.

» Jauslln@branﬂnnsun.com'

Agriculture major

Oak Lake fair

BY JILLIAN AUSTIN

“It teaches you
responsibility. It's a real
learning thing for the young
people,” he said. “The way of
life has to be maintained.

“We believe agriculture has
a big future — we feed the
world. It’s a noble thing to
encourage our young people
to understand, and we need
to continue to raise young
farmers.”

Paul Johnson came out
from Bottineau, N.D., to
watch three of his
grandchildren take part in the
4-H events.

“1 think it’s very important.
A lot of things that go on here
that they’ll remember as they
grow up,” he said. “Even if
they don’t even become
farmers.”

A farmer himself, Johnson
said it's important to give
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